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Stopping South Head development an issue all Wentworth  
candidates can agree on. 

Federal and State politicians join the campaign to save historic national site on 
Sydney Harbour 

 
September 21, 2018  
 
Candidates vying for votes in the Wentworth by-election on October 20 are joining 
the campaign to ‘Save South Head’ National Park, from a NSW Government plan to 
allow the Dockside Group to operate a ‘wedding factory’ on the headland for 40 
years  
 
Wentworth’s two leading candidates- Independent Professor Kerryn Phelps and 
Liberal Dave Sharma - will visit South Head National Park in the coming days.  
Meanwhile,  Labor and Greens candidates for Wentworth have visited the site and 
opposed the development.  NSW State representatives from Labor and the Greens 
have vowed to fight the development.  
 
Liberal candidate Dave Sharma said his priorities for Wentworth were maintaining 
“open space, the parklands and the heritage” and “preserving sites of natural beauty 
such as Bondi Pavilion and South Head". As a former board member of the  Harbour 
Trust, the Federal Government board which safeguards Sydney’s foreshore sites for 
public access, Sharma is expected to bring a nuanced appreciation for proposed use 
of heritage parkland.  
 
The Gap Bluff development, which has been opposed by #SaveSouthHead for four 
years, features as a polling question for the Wentworth by-election,  with the 
majority of voters strongly opposing the plan.  Objections have included 12,000 park 
lovers signing a petition against the development, close to 2000 written submissions, 
and the local Liberal-controlled Woollahra Council twice rejecting the proposal on 
planning breaches.   
 
Critics of the Gap Bluff plan come from across the political spectrum and the country, 
including former Greens leader Bob Brown, Ita Buttrose, broadcaster Alan Jones, 
comedian Wil Anderson, and film director George Miller. 
 
Bob Brown said, “Only a temporary government of thieves could hand South Head 
with its natural drama and beauty, over to permanent corporate exploitation.”  
 
Wentworth Labor candidate Tim Murray visited the South Head site on Monday 
September 14 with Penny Sharpe, the NSW Shadow Minister for the Environment & 
Heritage. “How silly it is to think this could be wasted as a wedding venue. We’ll do 
everything in our power to stop it.” Penny Sharpe said “This is not what National 
parks are for. We know National Parks have lost $100 million in cuts through this 
government. And now they are looking for every single opportunity to 
commercialise every blade of grass.” 
 



Greens senator David Shoebridge urged voters to ask why Environment and 
Heritage Minister Gabrielle Upton (who is also the local member) had not rejected 
the proposal outright, when he spoke at a 300-strong Save South Head community 
event in early September.  
 
“ Subjecting a National Park to a long term lease up to 2060 to a single developer is 
clearly not in the public interest and would set a worrying precedent for the 
alienation of National Parks from public access and use.” Shoebridge said in his 
written objection 
 
Greens Wentworth Candidate Dominic Wy Kanak joined the community event which 
used white umbrellas and a video shot by drone to show the impact party crowds of 
up to 300 would have on public access to the South Head National Park.  
 
The NSW Environment & Heritage Minister, Gabrielle Upton, who is also the local 
member for Vaucluse, will decide on the application in the coming months. Despite 
widespread opposition to the plan in 2015 the proposal was not pulled but re-
presented in 2018 with minor changes.  
 
“In any other country this would have been laughed off the table. “ George Miller, 
Oscar-winning director and local resident said. “This is South Head, the heritage 
gateway to the most iconic harbour in the world. If this is the best we can do, a low-
grade commercial function centre, it is a shame on us all. This is part of a systemic 
attack on national parks.”  
 
“By deliberately underfunding National Parks, developer-friendly governments are 
putting commercial interests ahead of the public interest,” added former 
ambassador to Japan and Qantas CEO John Menadue. He went on to refer to 
developers like Dockside “as the new squatters” which are “are being given a leg-up, 
as they were in the 19thCentury, to seize and occupy public land.” 
 
Dockside Group is also behind the redevelopment of the historic Campbell’s Stores in 
The Rocks which has been the subject of a dispute over alleged misleading conduct 
from its anchor client Pendolino restaurant.  
 
For video, images and interviews please contact SaveSouthHead@gmail.com  
www.savesouthhead.com 
Facebook/ Twitter/ Instagram/ YouTube @SaveSouthHead #savesouthhead  
 
  

https://tinyurl.com/y9rsw2fq
https://youtu.be/GDTtRoZdV0c
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/lawyers-out-as-pendolino-threatens-action-over-the-rocks-development-20180828-p5009b.html
http://www.savesouthhead.com/

